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EDWARD STRONG MOSELEY 

By WiLUAM C. Todd, A.B. 




Idward Strong Moseley died in 
Newburyport, Massachusetts, 
April 25, 1900, where he was 
born, June 22, 18 13. For more 
than half a century he had been one of the 
most prominent citizens of his native city. 

He had an honored ancestry, which deserves 
more than a passing mention. The name 
Moseley, variously spelled, seems to have been 
one of great antiquity in England, dating back 
to the Domesday Book, in 1080, and to have 
been borne by many of high rank and distin- 
guished service. Several of the name migrated 
to America at an early date, and among them 
John Maudesley, or Moseley, the first Ameri- 
can ancestor of Edward Strong Moseley. He 
came as early as 1630, probably from Lan- 
cashire, and settled in Dorchester, Massachu- 
setts, where he died, August 29, 1661, and 
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MEMORIAL OF 

was buried in the old cemetery near Upham's 
Corner. But few details can be known of the 
lives of most of the early settlers. They were 
making homes in the wilderness for them- 
selves and their families, and were contending 
with the Indians. Hence the early records 
are imperfect. The family line in direct de- 
scent is as follows: John,' Thomas,* Eben- 
ezer,' Samuel,* Ebenezer,* Ebenezer,* Edward 
Strong.^ It is to be noticed that, with the 
exception of the latest, all the names added to 
the patronymic are single and taken from the 
Bible, as was the custom of our ancestors. 

Thomas,* the oldest of John's three children, 
died, October 22, 1706, and was buried in the 
Dorchester cemetery. 

Ebenezer,' the sixth of nine children, was 
bom in Dorchester, September 4, 1673, and 
died there, September 19, 1740. He was 
active in town affairs, and was one of the first 
in the country to manufacture iron from the 
ore. 

Samuel,* the second of four children, was 
born, August 15, 1708, and was graduated 
from Harvard college in 1729. He became 
a teacher, then studied for the ministry, and 
was ordained. May 15, 1734, pastor of the 
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EDWARD STRONG MOSELEY 

second church in Windham, Connecticut, in 
the part set off, in 1786, as the town of 
Hampton. He was seized with paralysis 
while on a visit to Governor Phillips, in 
Boston, and died, July 26, 1791, after a 
ministry of over fifty-seven years. He had a 
high reputation as an able divine and an ac- 
complished gentleman and scholar. He had 
marked traits of character, and exercised great 
influence in the whole region around him. 
The inscription on his monument says of 
him : 

"He was an eminent Christian and distin- 
guished divine, a tender companion, an affec- 
tionate parent, given to hospitality, apt to 
teach, respected by his brethren in the minis- 
try — his praise was in the churches." 

He was twice married to members of prom- 
inent families, and was the father of twelve 
children. 

Ebenezer Moseley,^ the second son of 
Samuel Moseley,* was born, February 19, 
1 74 1, and was graduated from Yale college in 
1763. To indicate his high family standing, 
according to the custom before the Revolution, 
his name is placed third in the catalogue. He 
studied for the ministry, and was licensed to 
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MEMORIAL OF 

preach, June 19, 1765, In 1767 he became a 
missionary among the Indians, by an appoint- 
ment from a London society, and gained great 
influence over them. He married, September 
14, 1773, Martha Strong, a lady of great cult- 
ure and high social position, and a sister of 
Caleb Strong, one of the first United States 
senators from Massachusetts, and for eleven 
years governor of that State. He took an 
early part in the struggle for independence, 
and did much to arouse the patriotic spirit of 
Windham county, Connecticut, in connection 
with Gen. Israel Putnam and Governor Trum- 
bull, residents of the same county. Though 
a clergyman, he entered the army, was made 
captain of a company, and was at the battle of 
Bunker hill. He was subsequently commis- 
sioned as colonel of the Fifth regiment, was 
active in military service, was repeatedly 
elected to the legislature, and through life was 
an influential citizen in many positions. He 
died, March 20, 1825, and was buried in the 
family lot in Hampton, Connecticut. His 
wife, Martha Strong, died August 12, 1827, 
leaving a memory very dear to her descendants. 
Ebenezer Moseley,^ the third of four chil- 
dren, was born, November 21, 178 1, and was 
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EDWARD STRONG MOSELEY 

graduated from Yale college in 1 802. He had 
a high rank in college, as was indicated by his 
membership in the Phi Beta Kappa society. 
Adopting the law as a profession, he settled in 
Newburyport, Massachusetts, in 1805, and 
soon gained a large and lucrative practice. 
His reputation became so high that many 
students came to his office, among whom were 
Caleb Gushing, Governor Dunlap, and John 
Pierpont. He was repeatedly elected to both 
branches of the Massachusetts legislature, and 
was a presidential elector in 1832, voting for 
Henry Clay, In 18 13-14 he was colonel of 
the Sixth regiment of Massachusetts militia. 
He was president of the Essex County Agri- 
cultural Society. He occupied many positions 
of trust, was interested in the different benev- 
olent societies, and in all that tended to the 
improvement of the town, especially in the 
cause of education. He was one of the in- 
corporators of the Institution for Savings, in 
1820, which has been so successful, and of the 
Mutual Insurance Company. He was an 
attractive speaker, and presided with grace 
over a public assembly. He welcomed La- 
fayette to Newburyport in 1824, and presided 
at the two-hundredth anniversary of the settle- 
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ment of the town of Newbury, He was in- 
dependent in his convictions and actions, and 
as an honest lawyer discouraged litigation. 
He died August 28, 1854. 

Ebenezer Moseley married, June 17, 18 10, 
Mary Ann Oxnard, of Portland, Maine, from 
a family distinguished for its ancestry and high 
connections. She was a descendant of Fox, 
the author of Fox's Book of Martyrs. She 
was born, January 31, 1787, and died March 
9, 1 840. She was a lady of great culture, and 
her memory was much revered. Her father, 
Edward Oxnard* (Harvard, 1767), sympa- 
thized with the mother country during the 
Revolution, was proscribed by the Massachu- 
setts legislature, and his property confiscated. 
He went to London, where he was received 
with much distinction from the respectability 
of his family and his loyalty to his convictions. 
While there he kept a careful diary. He 
returned to the United States in 1785, at the 
close of the war, and died in Portland, in 1 802. 
At his graduation he gave a grand ball, in 

* An article on Edward Oxnard, including his journal, is 
printed in the << New-England Historical and Genealogical 
Register** for January, April, and July, 1872, pp. 3 to 10, 
115 to 121, and 254 to 259. 



EDWARD STRONG MOSELEY 

connection with his classmate, Bernard, a son 
of the royal governor, the copper-plate * for 
the invitations to which is still preserved in 
the family. His intimacy with distinguished 
royalists and his devotion to the Church 
made him unwilling to break the allegiance of 
America to England, as they did many others. 

Edward Strong Moseley,^ the oldest of the 
six children of Ebenezer Moseley,^ was pre- 
pared for college at Dummer and Andovcr 
academies, and entered Yale college in 1829. 
He remained there till the last term of the 
junior year, when he resigned with high testi- 
monials from President Day and the Faculty. 
He soon after entered the counting-room of 
Mr. Benjamin A. Gould, a leading merchant of 
Boston in the East India trade, a ripe scholar, 
a brother of the poet Hannah F. Gould, and 
father of the late distinguished astronomer 
Benjamin Apthorp Gould. A strong friend- 
ship was formed between the two gentlemen, 
broken only by death. 

Mr. Moseley made three voyages as super- 
cargo between 1834 and 1837, two to India 

* An impression of the card of invitation issued by Messrs. 
Thomas Bernard and Edward Oxnard is given, facing p. 6, 
<< New-England Historical and Genealogical Register/* 1872. 
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and one to China, each requiring about a year, 
always keeping a diary. Wherever he went 
he was a close observer, neglecting no oppor- 
tunity to increase his knowledge of every kind, 
which contributed largely to his subsequent 
success. He often entertained his friends by 
a narration of his experiences in the Orient, 
some of them attended with danger, and of 
especial interest now when business with East- 
ern countries has been so much changed. 

February 5, 1839, Mr. Moseley married 
Charlotte Augusta Chapman, daughter of Rev. 
George Thomas Chapman, D.D., a clergy- 
man of the Protestant Episcopal Church, then 
settled at Newark, New Jersey, a lady of rare 
personal beauty and lovely character, an event 
which he always regarded as the most fortu- 
nate of his life. Dr. Chapman was a graduate 
of Dartmouth college (1804), and prepared a 
most valuable history of all the Dartmouth 
alumni down to 1861. 

Mr. Moseley continued business relations 
with Mr. Gould in shipping and East India 
merchandise until the decease of the latter, 
but always retained his residence in Newbury- 
port. He became one of the most extensive 
ship-owners of the city, until the decline of 
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wooden ships, and was part owner of a large 
portion of the ninety-nine vessels built by 
John Currier, Jr., at his ship-yard on the Merri- 
mac river, the most distinguished ship-builder 
ever in Newburyport, whose name was a suf- 
ficient guarantee of honest work. He helped 
to establish manufacturing by his money and 
influence, was a trustee of many estates, a 
director in many corporations, and personally 
known to a large circle of business men. 

Mr. Moseley never sought public office, 
and well fitted as he was to perform the duties 
of any position his fellow-citizens' might have 
called him to occupy, he could not have used 
the means too often required to secure office. 
He was persuaded, however, to accept an elec- 
tion to the School Board, where he served 
several years as chairman, with the warm ap- 
proval of the community, until he declined a 
reelection. 

Mr. Moseley was connected with many 
benevolent societies, to which he was a con- 
tributor. He was one of the vice-presidents 
of the Massachusetts Bible Society, and of 
the Merrimac Bible Society ; president of the 
Merrimac Humane Society ; trustee of Oak 
Hill Cemetery ; vice-president of the Bunker 
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Hill Monument Association ; president of the 
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Ani- 
mals ; trustee for years of Dummer academy, 
and rendering it material financial aid. He 
was a member of the Massachusetts Branch 
of the Society of the Cincinnati, and for years 
one of the Standing Committee. Governor 
Andrew, whose personal friend he was, unso- 
licited appointed him a Justice of the Peace 
and Quorum; and in 1870 the honorary de- 
gree of Master of Arts was conferred upon 
him by Yale, and his name entered among the 
graduates of 1833. 

Mr. Moseley early became prominent in the 
financial institutions of Newburyport. He 
was chosen a director in the Mechanicks Bank 
in 1 847, now the Mechanicks National Bank, 
and was its president from 1861 until his de- 
cease. He was made a trustee of the Institu- 
tion for Savings in 1853, and was its president 
from 1 861 until his resignation in 1899. Dur- 
ing his connection with that institution the 
deposits increased from a little over a million 
to nearly six million dollars. The prosperity 
of both these institutions is sufficient evidence 
of his care and ability. Wherever he was an 
officer, his name gave confidence. 

10 



EDWARD STRONG MOSELEY 

Great as are the obligations of Newburyport 
to Mr, Moseley in many ways, none is more 
worthy of remembrance than his work for the 
Public Library, It was established in 1854, 
only two years after that of Boston, and he 
was deeply interested in it from its commence- 
ment. At first a room was provided for it in 
the City Hall, but it was soon found to be 
entirely inadequate, and Mr. Moseley was the 
leader in the movement to secure better ac- 
commodations. He gave generously himself, 
and solicited help from his large acquaintance 
with friends of Newburyport He bought 
the Prince house, one of the historic old 
houses of the city, where Washington and 
Lafayette had been entertained, and secured 
flinds enough to pay for and improve it, with a 
surplus to keep it always in repair. Not long 
after, George Peabody, the noted philanthro- 
pist, who as a boy had lived in the city, called 
on Mr. Moseley and stated that he had deter- 
mined to make a gift in remembrance of his 
Newburyport residence, and asked advice as 
to how he could most benefit the city. Mr. 
Moseley suggested the Public Library, which 
had the approval of Mr. Peabody, who at 
once sent a check for $ 1 5,ocx), the income of 
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which was for years almost the only depen- 
dence for new books. Later, in 1882, came 
the need of an enlargement, and again Mr. 
Moseley led the movement, giving himself 
and applying by personal appeals to those he 
thought able and willing to assist. Among 
others he addressed Michael H. Simpson, a 
wealthy and generous son of Newburyport, 
who made the noble answer that he would 
honor a cheque for all that was drawn on him. 
A clear-headed business man, Mr. Simpson 
would probably have made such an answer to 
but few, but he loved his native city, as he 
showed in many ways, and he knew Mr. 
Moseley and had faith in his judgment and 
integrity. The amount of the cheque drawn 
was nearly JS20,ooo, and the addition was 
named Simpson Annex in honor of this mag- 
nificent gift. Mr. Moseley was active to the 
last in service for the Library and made it a 
bequest of 1 5,000. 

It is worthy of mention in connection with 
the Newburyport Public Library, that while 
most other cities and towns have been obliged 
to provide library buildings and books by 
public taxation, in the case of Boston amount- 
ing to millions, every dollar for the building 
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and its contents has been a gift, the city paying 
only for the care, and recent gifts have been 
ample for its permanent maintenance. The 
Newburyport Public Library was also one of 
the first in the country to establish a reading 
room, in 1870, for the leading newspapers of 
the day, as well as the magazines, to supply a 
larger room for which was one of Mr. Mose- 
ley's reasons for urging an addition to the li- 
brary building. 

In the long list of the able and successftil 
men of Newburyport, Mr. Moseley must cer- 
tainly be placed among the first. He was 
more a leader than a follower among men. 
He looked into an enterprise before he en- 
gaged in it, weighed well the chances for and 
against its success, and was never drawn into 
any of those doubtful schemes to sudden 
wealth which have been so prolific and attrac- 
tive in the past few years. He not only con- 
tributed to the different charitable institutions, 
but his private charities were frequent and un- 
heralded. Among other gifts to the city was 
the fountain that ornaments Frog Pond. He 
was always conservative, and rarely erred in 
his judgment. He did not neglect the opinions 
of others, but they must be confirmed by his 
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own examination. When he had once made 
up his mind to a course he had a strong will 
power that was not easily diverted from its de- 
cision. He operated with his own means, and 
I have heard him say that he had never given 
a note, a rare remark to make for one whose 
business had been so extensive. He was 
strong in the confidence of the community, 
for his integrity was unquestioned and his word 
not doubted. He was kind in giving advice 
to ladies and persons of limited means in busi- 
ness matters, and it was often sought. With 
a wish to oblige where he could do so safely, 
he had too much regard for his duty to the 
institutions he served to make unjustifiable 
loans, and the stockholders felt secure in his 
hands. He was independent in his opinions 
and actions, for he had too strong a sense of 
right to be bound by party or sect against his 
convictions. His moral power was elevating 
to the community, for in a familiar intercourse 
of forty-five years I never knew him to use a 
profane word, or an impure word, and I have 
heard him rebuke others for such a course. 
He had been for many years a communicant 
of St. Paul's churcrh. 

Mr. Moseley was literary in his tastes, and 
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showed in a marked degree the influence of 
his college training. He was fond of books, 
and of choice books, as indicated by his private 
library, and showed excellent judgment in the 
selection of books for the Public Library as 
trustee of the Peabody Fund, preferring works 
of permanent value to the transitory fiction 
that so fills our libraries. He read much, was 
well informed in current events and in the 
literature of the day, and, among other peri- 
odicals, had taken Littell's Living Age 
from its commencement. 

When he had occasion to address the pub- 
lic, as chairman of the School Committee and 
at other times, he acquitted himself with credit. 

Mr. Moseley became a life member of the 
New-England Historic Genealogical Society in 
1870, was interested in its special work, and 
contributed valuable articles to its Register. 

Mr. Moseley prepared for private distribu- 
tion a genealogy of his branch of the Mose- 
ley family, which he dedicated to his children in 
these most appropriate words : "It is an incen- 
tive to children to transmit unimpaired the leg- 
acy of an honorable descent, and as the record of 
our ancestry is altogether worthy, the influence 
which the knowledge of this may exert upon 

15 




MEMORIAL OF 

those who come after me renders the service I 
here perform, though so imperfectly, a duty as 
well as a pleasure/' 

Mr. Moseley edited for the New-England 
Historical and Genealogical Register the diary 
of his maternal grandfather, Edward Oxnard, 
while in London from 1775 to 1785; a ser- 
mon delivered at the funeral of his great- 
grandfather. Rev. Samuel Moseley; and 
published a most interesting account of a 
visit to St. Helena in 1834, when the great 
warrior still slept where the English had laid 
him in 1821. He wrote often for the press, 
and his contributions were thoughtful and val- 
uable. His correspondence, so well expressed, 
and with such attractive penmanship, every- 
thing indicating his care and attention to de- 
tails, was a rebuke to most professional and 
business men. 

Mr. Moseley's large business interests gave 
him an extensive acquaintance in financial cir- 
cles, where he was much esteemed and his 
opinions were valued. In his early life he 
was social and went much into society; 
he was long an active member of the leading 
literary club of Newburyport, and was always 
free and cheerful in his general intercourse. 
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As a host he was courteous and attentive, 
doing all in his power for the entertainment 
of his guests. He was devoted to the happi- 
ness of his family, and too fond of his home 
ever to have become a popular dub man. He 
was especially attached to his early friends and 
companions, all of whom he survived, except 
Bishop Clark, of Rhode Island, his boyhood 
schoolmate. 

Mr. Moseley inherited an excellent consti- 
tution, and was rarely absent from his busi- 
ness, where he was ever prompt and exact. 
He celebrated his golden wedding February 
5, 1889, and time had dealt so kindly with 
each that husband and wife seemed but little 
changed from the attractive appearance they 
were said to have made at their union. His 
great sorrow was in the loss of Mrs. Moseley, 
to whom he had been so long and so devot- 
edly attached, who died November 13, 1893. 
His most serious illness was in 1897, from 
which it was feared that he could not recover, 
but, thanks to a good constitution and temper- 
ate habits, he rallied, was daily at the bank and 
taking his afternoon drive, until about six 
weeks before his decease. His debility then 
increased, from a general decay of his physical 
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powers, and he was confined to his house and 
room, free from pain, resigned, calmly await- 
ing the end, the end of a long, busy life and 
of a marked man, whose services and memory 
will not soon be forgotten in his native city. 

After the burial service at his home, con- 
ducted by the rector of St. Paul's church, the 
Rev. Mr. Wright, he was laid in Oak Hill 
cemetery, by the side of his wife, whom he 
had long expressed a wish to join, with the 
attendance of a large number of friends from 
the city and elsewhere, his children and grand- 
children acting as bearers. 

Several of his children died in infancy. The 
survivors are Edward Augustus Moseley, of 
Washington, D.C., the first and present secre- 
tary of the Interstate Commerce Commission, 
by appointment of President Cleveland; 
Charles William Moseley, a stockbroker of 
Boston ; Mary Alice (Moseley) Abbot, of 
Westford, Massachusetts; Frederick Strong 
Moseley, a note broker of Boston ; and Char- 
lotte Augusta (Moseley) Nason, whose home 
has been with her father. His other descend- 
ants are five grandchildren. 
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FROM THE 1900 OBITUARY RECORD OF 

GRADUATES OF YALE UNIVERSITY. 

ACADEMICAL DEPARTMENT, CLASS OF 
1833. 

Idward Strong Moseley was born 
June 22, 1 8 13, in Newbury port, 
Mass., and was the eldest son of 
Hon. Ebenezer Moseley (Yale, 
1802), a successful lawyer of long practice 
at the Essex bar, and Mary Ann, daughter 
of Edward Oxnard (Harvard, 1767), of Port- 
land, Me. He was a grandson of Rev. Eben- 
ezer Moseley (Yale, 1763), who was first a 
missionary to the " Six Nations," and after- 
wards captain of a company in General Put- 
nam's regiment, which took part in the battle 
of Bunker hill. 

The third term of Junior year he received 
a certificate of honorable dismissal from col- 
lege, and soon entered the counting room of 
B. A. Gould, of Boston, an East India mer- 
chant, and while in his employ made several 
voyages to the Orient. He continued his 
business connection with Mr. Gould as long 
as the latter lived, and while American ship- 
ping was flourishing, and up to the time of 
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the decline of wooden sailing ships, he was 
one of the largest ship owners and promoters 
of shipbuilding in his native town. When 
manufactures were being established in New- 
bury port he helped with his money and per- 
sonal attention. Later he devoted himself to 
banking and finance. For over forty years 
he was director or president of the Mechanicks 
Bank, and for a like period trustee or presi- 
dent of the Institution for Savings. He was 
trustee of many estates, director of insurance, 
manufacturing, and other corporations, and 
treasurer of many public funds, and was per- 
sonally known to a very large circle. 

In the development of the Public Library 
of Newburyport he took deep interest, and 
after his death, in recognition of his services, 
the Trustees voted to place in the Library 
building a bronze tablet suitably inscribed. 
He was influential with the late George Pea- 
body in securing the Peabody fund for the 
benefit of the Library, and with others in ob- 
taining other liberal gifts. 

He was never a candidate for public office, 
except upon the School Committee, and on 
that board he served several years and pre- 
sided over its deliberations. For many years 
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he was one of the trustees of Dummer 
academy. 

He was one of the vice-presidents of the 
Massachusetts Bible Society, member of the 
executive committee of the Massachusetts 
Society of the Cincinnati, an officer of the 
Bunker Hill Monument Association, presi- 
dent of the Merrimac Humane Society, and 
an officer of various other associations. He 
was a member of St. Paul's Protestant Epis- 
copal Church, and had held the office of ves- 
tryman. 

Besides contributing many minor articles 
to the " New-England Historical and Genea- 
logical Register " and to local papers, he wrote 
an account of his branch of the Moseley fam- 
ily and printed it for private distribution in 
1878; edited and published the diary of his 
maternal grandfather, Edward Oxnard (Har- 
vard, 1767), who was a Loyalist at the time 
of the Revolution ; and also published a de- 
scription of his visit to St. Helena in 1836. 

In 1870 Mr. Moseley received the honor- 
ary degree of M.A. from Yale, and has since 
that date been enrolled with the graduates of 

1833. 

He maintained remarkable health and vigor 
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until about two years ago, when he was seri- 
ously ill. He rallied, and until about seven 
weeks before his death was able to be at the 
Mechanicks Bank daily and to attend to his 
usual business. He died at his home April 
25, 1900, from an attack of the grippe compli- 
cated with other diseases. He was in his 
eighty-seventh year. He was universally re- 
spected for his business capacity, integrity, 
and high sense of honor. He left in his will 
a substantial bequest to Yale University. 

He married, Feb. 5, 1839, Charlotte Au- 
gusta, daughter of Rev. George T. Chapman, 
D.D. (Dartmouth, 1804), an Episcopal cler- 
gyman, then rector of Grace Church, Newark, 
N.J. Mrs. Moseley died Nov. 13, 1893. 
Three sons and two daughters survive. 
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TRIBUTES 




[From Mrs. Hakkikt Psiscott Spoitord.] 

jHEN I first knew Mr. Moseley he 
was a tall, erect, and handsome man, 
athletic, well made, well dressed, 
less than forty years old, and with a noble 
bearing and courteous manner. From that 
time until he died, in his eighty-seventh year, 
I had always a pleasant acquaintance and friend- 
ship with him. He often came, with his beau- 
tiful wife, to pass an evening with Rev. Dr. and 
Mrs. Chapman, in the house where I was an 
inmate, and we used then to enjoy the ring of 
his resonant voice, and the contagion of his 
gay and genial mood. We became familiar 
with his most apparent qualities, his master- 
fulness, and his modesty. Some one stated in 
our hearing that young Edward Moseley was 
the richest man in town ; and we all knew that 
few things would have displeased Mr. Moseley 
more than the remark. He had indeed that 
love of power which belongs to men of great 
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natural force, and a justifiable pride of ances- 
try ; but he never had any pride of purse or 
possession, and disliked exceedingly any osten- 
tation or display of mere money. " Do you 
know," he said once to a young friend, who 
complained that he understood nothing of 
the hardships of life by experience, " that I 
crossed the equator sixteen times before I was 
as old as you ? " And in those voyages he 
learned well what hardship means, at one time, 
indeed, the ship, owing to the delay of head 
winds, becoming short of food and water, and 
all hands alike being put on a limited allow- 
ance of food, and that the opposite of inviting. 
Mr. Moseley was born a leader of men. 
His position in the banks, of course, made 
him in great measure one whose word was law, 
and he had the manner of long command. He 
once told me that he could not expect to be 
popular, for he was frequently obliged to say 
" No " in regard to the disposition of funds, 
because those funds belonged to other people 
and were intrusted to his care ; yet few men 
have lived with a more open hand than his 
when his heart or his sense of justice was 
touched ; or with more cordial warmth and 
good-fellowship when it was the place and 
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season for unbending. It was pleasant to any 
one occasionally accompanying him in his drives 
about the countryside to see the regard and rev- 
erence with which he was greeted, and the fre- 
quent expressions of gratitude for kindnesses. 
Mr. Moseley had a very unusual combina- 
tion of great moral with great physical courage, 
a proud spirit, and an indomitable will ; quali- 
ties that threw into strong contrast and relief 
a beautiful kindness to children. He seemed 
to see in all young children something of the 
little daughter, who died early, and who used 
to run and meet him as her dearest-loved com- 
panion ; and, although he was a man of author- 
ity saying to this one go and he goeth, yet 
the dear granddaughter who died in her fourth 
year could wind him round her little finger ; 
and in return she imitated his every gesture, 
and thought him the most beautiful and ador- 
able of beings. He was a protecting deity to 
her through all her brief life, and in her last 
illness he was as devoted, as indefatigable, and 
as tender as a woman. His affections were 
quiet but deep. Faithful to the friends of his 
youth, those of them living were still the friends 
of his age. With the same consciousness of 
their helplessness that he had concerning chil- 
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dren his kindness to animals also was remark- 
ble, — many a neighborhood dog caring as 
much for him as for its master, and many a cat 
coming at his call for its morsel. He was inter- 
ested in many humanitarian projects, in the 
work of the Humane Society, and in that of 
the Societies for the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Children and to Animals ; and until he became 
an old man his charities, although unheralded, 
were numerous ; he himself carrying wine to 
this one, and food to that ; the first shad of 
the season to another ; books to those unable 
to possess them ; and giving money to certain 
almoners to use for the benefit of the suffering; 
putting his purse at the disposal of more than 
one young man of my acquaintance, that ad- 
vanced studies at college and institute might 
be pursued ; and securing good business situ- 
ations for a number of others. Yet no one 
could thunder a reproof or give more indig- 
nant denunciation to a begging imposter or 
any fraud than he. 

No citizen of Newburyport has been more 
interested than Mr. Moseley in its welfare, 
and he did a great deal for its improvement 
both with money and advice. The Public 
Library owes much to his efforts, his gifts, 
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and his oversight — several of its larger en- 
dowments being due to his influence. With 
his own hands he set out several of the elms 
that now embower the Mall, where the fountain 
that he gave tosses its spray. Atone time he 
thought of giving to the town for a park the 
beautiful Laurels, with its winding, shadowy 
ways, its green glades and hillside of white 
bloom ; but later he decided that a different 
disposition of it was more appropriate. 

Mr. Moseley was a man of scholarship^ 
with refined and eclectic tastes in literature, a 
constant student and fastidious reader, collect- 
ing rare books and manuscripts, himself a 
writer of faultless English and well rounded 
periods. He enjoyed surrounding himself 
with objects of beauty, he loved flowers ex- 
travagantly, and gave with great interest roots 
and shrubs from his garden to those laying 
out gardens of their own. He loved all that 
was beautiful in nature, indeed, and his after- 
noon drives made him familiar with nature in 
many aspects. 

The friends of Mr. Moseley always found 
him conversant with public questions, and 
never taking narrow or low views of them. 
His thoughts pursued large lines, and he was 
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eager for the general goocL His judgment 
was poised like a balance, and althou^ he 
was measured in speech, yet he was as gener- 
ous in praise as he was strong in condemnation. 
Conversation, where he was, was never trivial, 
and no one would have thought of talking 
gossip or scandal in his presence. He was 
deeply interested in Church matters, having a 
sincere religious spirit ; and, with the courage 
of his convictions, he was a warm controver- 
sialist owing to some insurmountable preju- 
dices, which, however, he was able to defend, 
his mind once made up being incapable of 
change. 

There was something in Mr. Moseley's 
personality like one of the forces of nature. 
It was difficult to withstand him. He had 
an impetus that carried him forward to achieve- 
ment ; and he was so well acquainted with 
the righteousness of his intention that he 
seldom hesitated in his action. If he thought 
a thing was right he did not swerve because 
others thought differently, since right was 
right and the thing to be pursued. His up- 
rightness was magnificent in its fearlessness, 
and his integrity is the best heritage of his 
children. 
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A man of strong fibre, of a complete purity, 
of strict moral perception, of intense affections, 
there were many outside of his family circle 
who when Mr. Moseley passed away felt 
anew the force of the poet's words : 

" O good gray head which all men knew, 

O voice from which their omens all men drew, 

O iron nerve to true occasion true, 

O fallen at length that tower of strength 

Which stood four-square to all the winds that blew ! " 



[It is deemed appropriate, in this connection, to insert the 
following obituary, on Mrs. Moseley, whose death, in 1893, 
was so grievous a sorrow to Mr. Moseley.] 

CHARLOTTE AUGUSTA MOSELEY. 

A life so sheltered and retired as Mrs. 
Moseley*s was is scarcely a subject for public 
notice. But her friends of many years cannot 
let her pass from the breathing world, without 
rendering some tribute to the loveliness of 
her nature and the faithfulness of her work. 

She was a woman who combined remarka- 
ble force of character with the gentleness of 
the dove. She inherited from her mother 
depth of feeling and a saint-like sweetness, a 
seraphic beauty ; from her father keen insight, 
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inflexible rectitude, and strength of intellect. 
Reared by her father, a man of English birth 
and breeding, and a leading divine in the 
Church, with strong religious conviction, her 
faith never faltered, and her life was like one 
long prayer. 

Few women have had so much happiness 
as she has had, surrounded by the worship of 
her husband, the devotion of her children, the 
affection of her friends. Overflowing with 
gratitude for the peace and delightfulness of 
her days, her sympathies went out abundantly 
to those . less blessed. Only her almoners 
know of her goodness to the poor and her 
sympathy with the suflFering. 

An uncommon breadth of view, fortified 
by extensive reading, sparkling conversation, 
wit, always sweet-tempered, and an extreme 
graciousness of manner, made her among the 
most charming of companions. In her 
thoughts, her interests, her affections, she 
seemed to possess a fountain of inexhaustible 
youth. And with the beauty of her early 
days not only almost unimpaired at fourscore, 
but raised to a higher power, with every fac- 
ulty perfect, conscious and clear at the last 
moment, full of the fullness of the heavenly 
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life, surrounded by those dear to her here, 
she died absolutely pillowed on love. 

Where fare you now, sweet spirit ? What great 
skies 

Hold you within their blue and radiant deep ? 
What spirits fare beside you, as you rise. 

Spreading their wings with far and mighty sweep ? 

You, like a white flower sparkling with the dew. 
And breathing fragrance through the greenwood 
gloom ; 

You, like a white star in the midnight blue. 
Soaring beyond the shining bounds of doom. 

Serenely from the dawn your joyous flight 

Was pointed heavenward through all earth's 
thrill ; 

And, while our world drifts round into the night. 
From love to love you fare, sweet spirit, still ! 

Harriet Prescott Spofford. 



[From Rt. Rev. Thomas March Clark, D.D., LL.D., Bishop of 

Rhode Island.] 

Bishop's House, 
Providence, R.I., Nov. 6, 1900. 

My dear Mr. Moseley : When I learned 
that your father had departed this life I felt 
that I was the last leaf left upon the tree. 
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As fiir as my knowledge extends, he was 
the only survivor of my old schoolmates, and 
it seems as if I should have gone first, as I was 
one year older than he. 

In his early life he lived very near my 
father's house, and memories of him extend 
back as far as my mind can reach. 

I think he was the lieutenant of the artillery 
company which we started in my childhood, 
but there were no incidents connected with 
that period of his life of sufficient prominence 
to be noticed. He was, as a boy, quiet, well- 
mannered, and gentlemanly. As I entered 
collie two years before he did, his father 
requested me to take a special interest in him 
and assist him when help might be needed. 

There are few of the citizens of Newbury- 
port who have filled a greater number of im- 
portant offices and done more for the honor 
and benefit of the town. He was interested 
in the welfare of the Episcopal Church, to 
which he gave his adherence in his maturity, 
and I well remember how much I was struck 
with the solemnity and earnest reverence with 
which he conducted family worship on a Sun- 
day morning when I chanced to be his guest. 

He was a successful man from the begin- 
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ning and had always the supreme confidence 
of the community. He left no stain upon 
his name, and after a long and useftil life at 
last he rests from his labors. 

Very faithftilly yours, 

Thomas M. Clark. 



£From Rey. Gsorgs Edward Day, D.D., formerly Professor of the 
Hebrew Language and Literature, Yale UniTeruQr.] 

Yale University, 
New Haven, Nov. 19, 1900. 

Mr. Charles W. Moseley : 

My dear Sir : Let me thank you for the 
copy of the October number of the " New- 
England Historical and Genealogical Regis- 
ter," containing an engraved portrait of your 
father, together with a sketch of his life, an 
acknowledgment of the receipt of which I 
should have made sooner, except for a severe 
cold. I sincerely wish I was able to contrib- 
ute, as you kindly request, to your proposed 
memonal of him some reminiscences of his 
college life, which I would gladly do if it 
were in my power ; but we were in different 
divisions of the class, members of diiFerent 
college societies, and recited in different build- 
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ings, SO that during our college course we 
were brought into little or no personal rela- 
tions beyond a bowing acquaintance. To- 
ward the close of our junior year he requested 
and obtained, as you are aware, an honorable 
dismission, and thus the opportunity of meet- 
ing him at the united exercises of the senior 
class was lost. All that I can say, therefore, 
concerning this period of his life is that he was 
a member of the Brother's Society and of the 
Middle Division, the latter containing about 
one-third of the class, and that he enjoyed 
their respect and confidence as an honorable 
and high-minded man. 

How, in these later years, we were brought 
into closer relations, I do not exactly remem- 
ber, but suppose it was in connection with 
some hand I had in calling the attention of 
the corporation of the college to him as in- 
terested in educational institutions, and to 
their recognition of this by conferring upon 
him the degree of M.A., and placing his name 
in the Triennial Catalogue among the names 
of the members of the class of 1833, ^^ which 
all the surviving members of the class, I be- 
lieve, rejoiced. That he fully appreciated the 
honor was evident, among other ways, by his 
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repeated contributions to the funds of the 
University and his hearty interest in its pros- 
perity, and from this time on our relations 
were to me exceedingly pleasant. In meeting 
him from time to time his pronounced Chris- 
tian position, his benevolent activity, his 
broad views, and high character commanded 
my respect and attachment, which were still 
further increased by the . opportunity I once 
had on a visit to Newburyport of seeing the 
beauty of his home life, in his evidently deep 
affection for his wife, and his grateful appre- 
ciation of the successful career of his sons. 

Only a few days before receiving a notice 
of his death I mailed to his address a copy of 
one of the volumes of Olmsted's Natural 
Philosophy, which was offered for sale in a 
second-hand bookstore in New Haven. It 
was one of the books he had owned and 
studied in college, as shown by his hand-writ- 
ing on the fly leaf, and I thought it would 
gratify him to see it once more ; but before I 
could inform him of the manner in which I 
had secured it he had passed away, and per- 
haps never knew how it happened to reappear 
after more than sixty years had passed. 

Perhaps you know that one of his college 
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room mates. Dr. John McClellan, is still liv- 
ing at Woodstock, Conn., and could give you 
some valuable reminiscences. 

Trusting that you will have every success 
in the proposed memorial, I am. 

Sincerely yours, 

George E. Day. 



[From the President of the Massachusetts Branch of the Society 

of the Cincinnati.] 

My relations with Edward S. Moseley were 
almost exclusively social, growing out of our 
common membership in the Massachusetts 
Society of the Cincinnati, and there I recall 
him as a man many years my senior, but whose 
youthful heart and never-dying enthusiasm 
made him the companion and friend of 
younger men. Around the social board busi- 
ness cares were forgotten and he could lend 
himself to the charms of friendly converse 
among intimates and friends, yet it was not 
all by any means of a lighter nature, for many 
were the complicated questions arising as to 
membership, or the general policy of the 
Society, where his sound business judgment 
and kindly sympathies were of the greatest 
benefit to the Society. 
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My membership began in 1870, when Mr. 
Moseley had been three years in the Society. 
Col. James W. Sever was then President, a 
gentleman of the old school, courteous, digni- 
fied and imposing in manner, and saturated 
with the traditions of the older period of the 
Society. In 187 1 he was succeeded by Ad- 
miral Henry Knox Thatcher, another repre- 
sentative of the old time citizenship, bluff, 
hearty, straightforward, and affording much 
amusement to the younger members by his 
method of conducting meetings with slight re- 
gard to any parliamentary law, but much in 
the style he would rule a battleship on the 
quarter deck. I can hardly claim intimacy 
with Mr. Moseley until the election of the 
Hon. Samuel C. Cobb to the presidency of 
the Society in 1880, when I was thrown into 
more close connection with him upon many 
committees, and a friendship began which 
lasted until his death. He was fond of joking 
me upon a supposed Pilgrim descent of his 
which he said established cousinship, and I 
remember well his pleasant greetings when I 
came into the room : " Why, here's my cousin 
Warren ! " Of course I was only too ready to 
admit his genealogical discovery, and often 
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took occasion when he differed from me to 
remind him of the obligations of cousinship. 

With the men I have mentioned Mr. 
Moseley was upon terms of closest intimacy, 
and also with many others who then graced 
our meetings, — men like Williams Perkins, 
Dr. Samuel K. Lothrop, J. Huntington Wol- 
cott. Dr. Charles D. Romans, and other well- 
known and eminent men. With these men 
in particular I always associate Edward S. 
Moseley, for they were kindred spirits, and 
their company was a delight to him. As 
years rolled by and one after another passed 
away no one was more cordial in welcome to 
their successors than Mr. Moseley, and al- 
though the intimacy could not be the same, it 
was ever pleasant and friendly. 

Probably no one came closer to him than 
Dr. Benjamin Apthorp Gould, whose return 
from South America in 1885 revived an old 
friendship which had begun in early business 
association with Dr. Gould's father. 

Mr. Moseley survived all of his older 
friends, but he retained an undiminished in- 
terest in the Society and that genial manner 
which won him the affection of the younger 
members in no less degree than that of his 
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contemporaries. The meetings in later years 
must have had for him a tinge of sadness, yet 
he threw himself into the discussions with the 
old ardor, and if he enjoyed them less he gave 
no outward sign. No member valued his con- 
nection with this, the oldest of the patriotic 
societies, more than he did, more thoroughly 
believed in its principles, or had more faith 
that its influence in maintaining the true spirit 
of the American Revolution was great. 

I question if any of the experiences of his 
later years were dearer to him than those 
which roused the old associations connected 
with this Society, and it was rarely that he 
missed a meeting until declining health for- 
bade the exertion. 

Among the survivors in the Society he has 
left an ineflFaceable memory, not only of a 
cheerful and inspiring presence, but of the 
value of his contributions to the discussions 
and to the settlement of many vexed and in- 
tricate questions. Others who have known 
him well in private life or in business matters 
can speak with more authority of him as an 
upright man, a public benefactor, and as a 
valuable citizen. In these few lines I have 
touched upon no phase of his character other 
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than the limited social one I have endeavored 
to sketch ; but I know of no surer test of the 
genuine worth of a man and of the impression 
he makes upon his times than the revelation 
of constant social intercourse, when one un- 
bends and gives full play to the most attrac- 
tive and perhaps the most inspiring qualities 

of his nature. 

WiNSLow Warren. 



[From Rev. Danikl Taggart Fisks, D.D., Pastor Emeritus of the 
Belle^lle Congregational Church, Newburyport. ] 

Mr. Charles W. Moseley : 

Dear Sir : I am well aware that it is not 
always safe to trust to impressions that reach 
back through half a century ; but my early 
impressions of your father are so strong, and 
have been so preserved and confirmed during 
these many years by frequent intercourse, that 
I do not hesitate to record them, in conform- 
ity with your kindly expressed wish. 

I first made the acquaintance of your father 
when I was for several years associated with 
him on the committee to whose care were 
committed the public schools of the city. 
He was then in the prime of his manhood, 
and he early inspired me with a profound re- 
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spect for him as a man of broad views, sound 
judgment, and of thorough honesty of pur- 
pose, together with a uniform courtesy of 
bearing toward his associates. I do not recall 
any action of his relating to school matters 
that was not wise and honorable. Our school 
system has since that day undergone great 
changes for the better, and some of the ques- 
tions which led to this improvement were then 
ripe. There were some members of the com- 
mittee who were impulsive and inconsiderate, 
but Mr. Moseley by a few of his quiet and 
well-directed words would set the matter 
under consideration in its true light and 
secure harmonious action. The city of New- 
buryport owes your father a large debt of 
gratitude for his services as a member of the 
School Committee. 

In other official and friendly relations with 
your father, subsequently, I saw no reason to 
change the opinion I early formed of him, but 
quite the contrary. As Vice-President of the 
Merrimac Bible Society, as a Trustee of the 
Newburyport Public Library, and as a mem- 
ber of the Tuesday Evening Club, he was 
always to me the same upright, cultivated, 
and courteous gentleman. 
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Not being a business man myself, I cannot 
from personal knowledge speak of his busi- 
ness qualities ; but he bore the reputation of 
being an upright, able, and judicious man in 
all his manifold business transactions. 

Though warmly attached to his own Church, 
he yet discarded what seemed to him some of 
the assumptions of its faith, and with a large- 
hearted liberality he recognized as fellow-dis- 
ciples, with whom he was ready to cooperate, 
members of other communions. 

By his death a notable figure has disap- 
peared from our streets; but this strong, 
noble man has not disappeared from our 
memory, from our affection, and from our 
reverent regard. Being dead, he yet lives, 
and by his life and example speaks to us in 
unmistakable language. His name will long 
be associated with all that is highest and best 
in the history of our city. 

My dear ^ir, I almost shrink from sending 
you this sketch of your honored father, so in- 
adequate as to seem scarcely worthy a place in 
your memorial volume. 

Very sincerely yours, 

D. T. FisKE. 

Newburyport, 

November 15, 1900. 
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PUBLIC RECOGNITION 



RESOLUTIONS 

Adopted by the Members of the Institution for. 
Savings in Newburyport and its Vicinity^ at their 
Annual Meeting, Jan. 2, 1899, on the Retire- 
ment OF Edward S. Moseley, Es<^y from the 
Presidency of that Institution. 

[From the " Newburyport Herald,** Jan. 6, 1899.] 
A DESERVED TRIBUTE. 

|HE following resolutions, which were 
unanimously adopted by a rising 
vote at the annual meeting of the 
members of the Institution of Savings in New- 
buryport and its Vicinity, have been hand- 
somely engrossed, and a copy forwarded to 
Mr. Moseley. The recognition which the 
retiring President received from the members 
is a deserved tribute to his long and able 
service in behalf of the Institution. The 
resolutions follow : 



43 




MEMORIAL OF 

Resolved, That the retirement of Mn 
Edward S. Moseley from the presidency of 
the Institution for Savings in Newburyport 
and its Vicinity is an event of such importance 
as to demand special recognition at this meet- 
ing of the corporation. For forty-seven years 
he has been a member of the corporation, for 
forty-six years one of its Trustees, and for 
thirty-eight years its chief executive officer. 
During that period its deposits have increased 
from a million and a half to nearly six millions 
of dollars. Its semi-annual dividends have 
been earned and regularly paid. Its sound- 
ness has never been seriously questioned, and 
is to-day abundantly attested by the 12,000 
depositors who entrust their savings to its care. 
The history of the Institution for the last 
thirty-eight years demonstrates the exceptional 
ability and faithfulness of its President during 
that long period of time. It is a record of 
which he may justly be proud, and upon which 
we, the members of the corporation, heartily 
congratulate him. 

Resolved, That we extend to Mr. Moseley 
assurances of our esteem for him as a man, our 
appreciation of his services to this bank, our 
deep regret for the circumstances that make it 
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necessary for him to decline a reelection, and 
our sincere wish that the remainder of his long 
and useful life may be filled with contentment 
and happiness. 

Resolved, That these resolutions be spread 
upon our records, and a copy, suitably en- 
grossed, be presented to Mr. Moseley. 

A true copy of record. 

Attest : 

George F. Avery, 

Secretary. 

THE MECHANICKS NATIONAL BANK, 

NEWBURYPORT. 

At a special meeting of the Directors of the 
Mechanicks National Bank, held at their bank- 
ing rooms, Thursday, April 26, I9CX>, the fol- 
lowing resolutions were unanimously adopted : 

ResoLVED, That the death of Edward S. 
Moseley calls for official action on the part of 
the Directors of the Mechanicks National Bank. 

For more than fifty years he has been a di- 
rector, and for nearly forty years he has been 
President of this Bank. 

We, who have been his associates in its 
management, heartily express our great appre- 
ciation of him, as a man of superior ability, of 
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broad and liberal culture, of noble character 
and Christian life. 

His high repute as a man of affairs will 
never be challenged, while his unusual public 
spirit has been abundantly shown by his effi- 
cient participation in the management of many 
of our city's philanthropic organizations. 

His work is now ended. It has been well 
done. In the fulness of years he has left 
vacant a position in this community which it 
will be difficult, if not impossible, to fill. 

Resolved, That these resolutions be spread 
upon our records, and a copy transmitted to 
the family of our late President. 

A true copy. 

Attest. William T. Humphreys, 

Secretary of the Board of Directors, 



SOCIETY OF THE CINCINNATI. 

At the annual meeting of the Massachu- 
setts branch of the Society of the Cincinnati, 
held in Boston, July 4, 1 900, on motion of 
Hon. T. K. Lothrop, Vice-President, the fol- 
lowing resolutions were unanimously passed : 

Since our last annual meeting this Society 
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has sustained a serious loss in the death of 
two of its members, who were also members 
of the Standing Committee ; and we desire to 
place upon our records some brief expression 
of our appreciation of their character and in- 
terest in this Society, and our sense of our 
loss. 

Edward Strong Moseley was the grand- 
son of Ebenezer Moseley, who was ordained 
in 1767 a missionary for propagating the gos- 
pel among the North American Indians. 
He had, however, so much of the Christian 
warrior in him that in 1775 he was commis- 
sioned in Putnam's Connecticut regiment as 
captain of the company which he himself had 
raised. They marched to Bunker hill and 
did good service there. He afterward raised 
many troops for the army, and was colonel of 
the fifth Connecticut regiment. He never 
joined the Society, but under the rule of 1 8 54 
his grandson was admitted a member in 1867. 

Mr. Edward S. Moseley was born June 22, 
1813, and ended his long and useful life on 
the twenty-fifth of April last. He held for 
many years numerous offices of public and 
private trust. From the day of his admission 
to this Society to the day of his death he 
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manifested always the greatest interest in our 
proceedings. He never missed a meeting 
unless in case of absolute necessity, and was 
always genial, gay, kind, and friendly. He 
will be long remembered and his presence 
greatly missed by his associates on the Stand- 
ing Committee and in the Society. 

Of our late associate it is emphatically true 
that he exhibited in a high degree toward his 
fellow members that "cordial affection and 
spirit of brotherly kindness " which are enu- 
merated in the institution among the purposes 
for the cultivation and maintenance of which 
the Society of the Cincinnati was created. 

In the course of his remarks in favor of 
the passage of the resolutions, Hon. Winslow 
Warren, President of the Society, said : 

" We miss to-day the familiar presence of 
two of our oldest and most active members — 
Edward S. Moseley of Newburyport, and 
Alexander Williams of Boston. For many 
years members of our Standing Committee, 
their familiarity with the precedents of our 
institution, their very warm and constant inter- 
est in our proceedings, and their sage counsel, 
rendered their membership of great value to 
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this Society. I always associate their names 
with those eminent men whose memories are 
dear to the older living members, — Col. James 
W. Sever, Admiral Thatcher, Samuel C. Cobb, 
Dr. Lothrop, and William Perkins, — for they 
seemed to belong to that old regime which 
gave character and honor to the Society, and 
through whom the best traditions of the in- 
stitution have been kept up. 

" Messrs. Moseley and Williams both lived 
to an advanced age, and achieved high and 
lasting reputation in their respective commu- 
nities. They were of the best examples of 
commercial integrity and public spirit, and 
their loss to us is one difficult to fill, for but 
few retain so active an interest and so value 
their membership in this Society. 

"It was one of the greatest pleasures of their 
later years to attend these meetings, and their 
enthusiasm for everything connected with the 
Society, their experience and knowledge, made 
their presence ever welcome to us. They were 
deeply imbued with the importance of keeping 
alive the remembrance of the principles of the 
Revolution, and had an abiding faith that no 
surer guide could be found for the patriotic 
citizens of to-day, than to study and follow in 
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practice the teachings of the fathers of the 
Republic; while they looked upon the Institu- 
tion of the Cincinnati as the sacred ark of the 
Covenant, from which should ever issue patri- 
otic men and patriotic societies to revive and 
strengthen the purest Americanism. 

" Such men will ever be missed in our ranks ; 
but the memory of their lives, their earnest- 
ness and faithful work, will remain as an incen- 
tive to those who knew them, and to our 
successors, who shall have in charge the history 
and work of this order/' 



PUBLIC LIBRARY, NEWBURYPORT. 

Dear Mr. Moseley: At a special meet- 
ing of the Directors of the Public Library, 
held April 29, called by his Honor the Mayor, 
President of the board, a series of resolutions 
were adopted, a copy of which, in compliance 
with the vote, I herewith enclose. 

May I be permitted to add, my dear sir, 
my own word of sympathy in this great loss, 
which many, though more remotely, share 
with you. In eleven years of almost daily 
association I had learned to know Mr. Mose- 
ley well, and each year but increased my 
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esteem and admiration for his sterling man- 
hood, my appreciation of his many kindly 
qualities. 

With sincere sympathy, I remain. 

Yours, 

John D. Parsons, 

Librarian and Secretary. 

Edward Strong Moseley, the senior Di- 
rector of the Newburyport Public Library, 
having completed his life work, we, his former 
associates of the Board of Directors, desire to 
put on record our appreciation of the great 
services he rendered to this institution, and, 
through it, to the public at large. 

Mr. Moseley had entered upon his fortieth 
consecutive year as a Director of the library. 
At the time of his appointment the library, 
containing less than a quarter of the present 
number of volumes, had already outgrown its 
accommodations in the room at City Hall 
building, and the subject of a new home was 
being agitated. Into this movement Mr. 
Moseley entered enthusiastically and practi- 
cally. A liberal subscriber himself to the 
needed sum, he was highly successful in per- 
suading others, and to him more than to any 
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Other one man is due the reconstruction of the 
library as it is to-day. 

In other directions he showed his unflagging 
interest as long as his health permitted. The 
Peabody endowment came to the library in 
preference to any other institution or charity 
in the city upon his advice. It was through 
his influence that the money was contributed 
for the extension of the buildings, and his 
personal attention to details of library aflfairs 
was unceasing. In view of these facts, there- 
fore, be it 

Resolved, That in the death of Edward 
Strong Moseley, this library has suflFered 
a great loss, and this board will miss from its 
membership one whom it ever regarded with 
respect and esteem. His example of disinter- 
ested devotion is well worthy of emulation. 

Resolved, That we bear testimony to his 
many worthy qualities, his upright citizenship, 
his unbending integrity, his kindliness of heart, 
his sterling patriotism, — national, state, and 
local. 

Resolved, That these sentiments be en- 
tered upon the records, and that the secretary 
be instructed to forward a copy to the family 
of our deceased colleague. 
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DUMMER ACADEMY, SOUTH BYFIELD. 

The Trustees of Dummer Academy, at a 
meeting held in Boston, July lo, 1900, in rec- 
ognition of the character and services of 
Edward Strong Moseley, for forty-eight years 
a Trustee of the Academy, to whose cordial 
and continuous interest the institution was 
much indebted, adopted the following tribute, 
offered by Hon, William D, Northend, of 
Salem : 

We miss at our Board a most valued asso- 
ciate who ministered to the highest interests 
of our institution for nearly one half century. 

Edward Strong Moseley was born in 
Newburyport, June 22, 1813, He was a de- 
scendant from John Moseley, who came over 
in Winthrop's fleet in 1630 and settled at 
Dorchester, where the family resided for 
several generations. 

Ebenezer Moseley, the grandfather of Ed- 
ward S., was born in Windham, Conn., Feb. 
19, 1 741 ; was graduated from Yale College in 
1763. He was for several years missionary 
to the " Six Nations." Upon the breaking 
out of the Revolutionary War, he, in 1775, 
raised a company of volunteers of which he 
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was chosen captain, and joined Col. Israel 
Putnam's regiment. He was at the battle of 
Bunker hill, where his brother, a corporal in 
the same regiment, was killed. He was after- 
ward commissioned as colonel of the fifth 
Connecticut regiment. He married a sister 
of Gov. Caleb Strong in 1773. He died in 
1825. 

Ebenezer Moseley, the father of Edward S., 
was born Nov. 21, 1 7 8 1 ; was graduated from 
Yale College in 1802. He was admitted to 
the bar, and began his professional life in 
Newburyport in 1 805, where he resided until 
his death, Aug. 28, 1854. He was eminent 
as a lawyer, and was engaged in many impor- 
tant trials. He was a member of the House, 
and of the Senate of the Commonwealth, 
serving several years in each. He was Colonel 
of the Sixth Regiment. He held, at different 
times, many town and county offices. He 
was a trustee of Dummer Academy from 18 13 
to 1839, a portion of which time he was Presi- 
dent of the Board. 

Edward S. Moseley was prepared for col- 
lege at Franklin Academy in Andover, and 
entered Yale College in 1829, where he re- 
mained until the close of his junior year, when 

54 



EDWARD STRONG MOSELEY 

he left, receiving a certificate of honorable 
dismission. He soon afterward entered the 
counting-room of Benjamin A, Gould, an 
East Indian merchant, and within a few years 
made several business voyages to the East 
Indies and to China. His business connec- 
tion with Mr, Gould ended with the death 
of Mr. Gould in 1859, He continued the 
business with great success, and was soon the 
largest ship-owner in Newbury port, and did 
much to encourage ship-building in the town. 
When manufactures were started in the town 
he took a great interest in them, and assisted 
them with money and valuable advice. Grad- 
ually he closed his commercial business and 
devoted himself to banking and finance. In 
addition to his own financial employments, he 
was for forty years a Director or President of 
the Mechanicks Bank and of the Institution 
for Savings, The excellent condition of the 
Institution for Savings is largely owing to his 
wise and prudent management. But this was 
not all : he was a director in manufacturing 
and other corporations, and was often treas- 
urer of public funds. He took a deep inter- 
est in the establishment and success of the 
Public Library, and was influential in obtaining 
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endowments for it. To the end of his life 
Mr. Moseley was a very busy man, and in all 
his business transactions he was the soul of 
honor. No one ever accused Mr. Moseley of 
unfair dealing. He was on a large scale a 
model business man. He was endowed by 
nature with the capacity and qualities for suc- 
cess in large business transactions. There 
was little that was accidental in his success. 
We honor the few who through extraordinary 
natural endowments achieve distinction in the 
arts, in literature, and in science; and why 
should we neglect to honor those who, through 
as extraordinary endowments by nature, have 
been enabled to comprehend, almost intui- 
tively, the correct principles upon which the 
great business affairs of the world should be 
conducted, and by strict observance of them 
in practice, have added largely to the employ- 
ments of mankind and earned honest fortunes 
for themselves. 

It is to the interest of Mr. Moseley in the 
usefulness and success of Dummer Academy 
that I would especially refer. He was a 
member of this Board from 1852 to 1900. 
In the twenty-five years that I have been a 
member of this Board, until the last year, 

56 



EDWARD STRONG MOSELEY 

there was no one more punctual at the meet- 
ings, no member who took a deeper interest 
in the school or whose advice was more valu- 
able. In the vicissitudes of the school the 
members of the Board have not infrequently 
been called upon to make contributions for 
specific purposes. In every such instance Mr. 
Moseley readily and very generously re- 
sponded, and in his will did not forget the 
institution in which he had taken so much 
interest for so long a time. More than this, 
he sent three of his sons here to be educated. 
Mr. Moseley received from Yale the honorary 
degree of M.A. in 1870. 

The tributes offered on the death of a dis- 
tinguished citizen of a neighboring State 
apply without exaggeration to him whose 
memory we honor to-day. I quote: 

'^ His life was clear and clean in all his aims, 
— full of busy and useful labor, — void we 
dare believe of offence toward God and man, 
and crowned in its course by the threefold 
scriptural blessing, length of days, and riches, 
and honor." 
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OAK HILL CEMETERY, NEWBURYPORT, 

Wishing in the fullest manner to respect 
your wishes as publicly expressed r^arding 
flowers, in view of the long connection of 
Mr. Moseley with the corporation of Oak 
Hill Cemetery, the Trustees would like to 
manifest their regard for his services, and re- 
spect for his memory, by having the place of 
interment decorated with palms and lilies to 
testify their loss and sympathy with you in 
the bereavement. 

Awaiting your wishes in the matter. 

Faithfully yours, 

Albert Currier, 

President. 
To the fsiniily of late E. S. Moseley, Esq., 
April 28, 1900. 

RESOLUTIONS 

Adopted by the Trustees op the Oak Hill Ceme- 
tery, OF Newburyport, Mass., on the Fiftieth 
Anniversary of Their Organization, April 9, 
1892. 

AN UNEXAMPLED RECORD OF HALF A CEN- 
TURY OF SERVICE WITH A CORPORATION, 

The Trustees of Oak Hill Cemetery held a 
meeting April 9, 1892. After transacting the 
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business for which the meeting was called, the 
attention of the Trustees was called to the fact 
that fifty years had elapsed since the organiza- 
tion, and also that Hon. £. S. Moseley had 
been identified with the management of the 
corporation from its commencement. The 
following preamble and resolutions, offered by 
J, T, Brown, Esq,, and seconded by Mr. 
Swasey, were unanimously adopted by the 
Board : 

Whereas, With the commencement of the 
duties and responsibilities as Trustees of Oak 
Hill Cemetery for another year, we are re- 
minded that fifty years have passed since this 
corporation was organized. During that fifty 
years, from about three acres, the grounds 
have been added to at intervals, until at the 
present time twenty-five acres are included in 
its borders, and thousands are now resting 
within its hallowed enclosure, " until the day 
break and the shadows flee away," 

To-day we have associated with us Hon, E. 
S. Moseley, whose name appears among the 
subscribers for the purchase of the ground 
in 184:2, and who was also clerk and treasurer 
of the corporation at its formation. From 
that time he has been actively engaged, during 
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the half century of its existence, in promoting 
and adding to its natural advantages, and as 
one of the Trustees has been faithful in the 
discharge of duties devolving upon him, and 
ever mindful of the confidence placed in him. 

The records of the association bear full tes- 
timony to these statements. 

Therefore Resolved, That the Board of 
Trustees, in behalf of the proprietors of Oak 
Hill Cemetery, desire to improve this occasion 
to express to Hon. Edward S. Moseley their 
TuU appreciation of all his labors ; to extend 
their thanks for his valued services ; and to 
congratulate him that, after a half century of 
official life in the nunagement of the interests 
of this Corporation, he still continues asso- 
ciated with the board in all his strength, ac- 
tivity, and energy. This is almost an unpar- 
alleled instance where one individual has been 
identified for half a century with the same as- 
sociation. 

Therefore Resolved, That this expres- 
sion of regard and esteem, and this tribute to - 
the efficiency of Mr. Moseley, be entered upon 
the records of the Corporation, a copy sent to 
Mr. Moseley, and also furnished to the daily 
press of Newburyport. 
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HOME FOR AGED WOMEN, NEWBURYPORT. 

At a meeting of the Executive Committee 
of the " Home for Aged Women/' April the 
twenty-seventh, Nineteen hundred, the follow- 
ing resolutions were passed : 

Resolved, That in the death of Hon. Ed- 
ward S. Moseley we have lost a faithful 
friend. When our " Home " was established 
(in 1865) his sound judgment, practical ability, 
and above all his faith in the enterprise, went 
far to insure its ultimate success. 

Resolved, That we acknowledge with 
gratitude his continued interest in our welfare, 
extending, as it has done, over many years. 

Resolved, That we extend to his family 
our sympathy in their bereavement. 

On behalf of the committee, 

Julia A. Hodgdon, 

Secretary, 
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PUBLIC LIBRARY, NEWBURYPORT. 

Newburyport, Mass., Nov. 15, 1900. 

Mr. Chas. W. Moseley, Newburyport, 
Mass. 

Dear Sir : I enclose herewith a copy of a 
vote adopted by the Directors of the Public 
Library. 

In behalf of the Trustees of the building 
fund, in accordance with said vote, I would 
respectfully ask you to present to the Library 
a suitable portrait of your father. 

That you should do so, is, I assure you, 
the earnest desire of the entire Board of Di- 
rectors. 

Very truly yours, 

E. P. Dodge. 

At a regular meeting of the Directors of the 
Newburyport Public Library, held on Sept. 
24, 19CX), a quorum being present, it was 

Voted, That the Trustees of the building 

fiind be authorized to procure a portrait of 

the late Edward S. Moseley, to hang in the 

Library building, if it is practicable. A true 

copy. 

John D. Parsons, 

Secretary, 
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[In accordance with the above request a portrait 
of Mr. Moselejr, painted by Mr. Robert Gordon 
Hardie, has been presented to the Newburyport 
Public Library, by Mr. Charles W. Moseley and 
Mr. Frederick S. Moseley, sons of Mr. Moseley.] 



At a regular meeting of the Directors of the 
Newburyport Public Library, held May 28, 
19CX), a quorum being present, 

On motion of Mr. Dodge, it was 
Voted, That the Committee on Building 
and Grounds be authorized and instructed to 
procure a bronze tablet commemorative of 
the services of the late Edward S. Moseley 
to this Library, and that it be placed on one 
of the walls of the vestibule. 

A true copy. 

John D. Parsons, 

Secretary. 

[In conformity to the above vote a bronze tablet 
has been placed in the Newburyport Public Library, 
of which the accompanying cut is a representation.] 
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PRESS NOTICES 




[From the ** Newburypoit Herald,** April 26, 1900.] 

»N. Edward S. Moseley died Wednesday 
morning at his home on High street, 
in his eighty-seventh year. Mr. Mose- 
ley was seriously ill about two years 
ago, but rallied and was able until about seven 
weeks ago to be at the Mechanicks Bank daily 
and to attend to his usual business. 

The death of Mr. Edward S. Moseley removes 
one of the characteristic figures of this city, who 
for many years was one of the most prominent citi-- 
zens in this part of the country. He was a man 
universally respected for his business capacity, in- 
tegrity, and high sense of honor. Mr. Moseley had 
quite remarkable financial ability, which he exercised 
for many years in the interest of the Institution for 
Savings in such a way as to make it one of the 
strongest and best of its kind in the Common- 
wealth. Mr. Moseley was also for many years^ 
and at the time of his decease, the President of the 
Mechanicks National Bank of this city. At the 
time when manufactures were beginning to be 
established in Newburyport he promoted them by 
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his money and his personal attention, and while 
American shipping was flourishing, and up to the 
time of the decline of wooden sailing ships, Mr. 
Moseley was one of the largest ship-owners and 
promoters of shipbuilding in the shipyards of this 
town. Those who knew him only in his later 
years only knew the experienced financier and 
banker, but in former years he was one of the most 
active, successful, and enterprising merchants and 
ship-owners and manufacturers of the town, who 
had done as much as any other one man to revive 
the prosperity of our community from the disas- 
trous period following the great fire of 1811, and 
the embargo which was the landmark of ruin to so 
many New England ports. These things have 
created a respect for Mr. Moseley in the business 
world which has extended far beyond the commu- 
nity in which he lived, and this respect has been 
heightened by his character for integrity. Those 
who had dealings with Mr. Moseley had the utmost 
confidence in his honor and his honesty, and this 
in spite of his somewhat brusque manner, which 
was more manner than a sign of hardness. For in 
fact he was charitable in his gifts to worthy objects, 
and this without ostentation, though in other re- 
spects he was willing to receive the credit for his 
qualities and merits. The death of such a man is a 
public event, closing as it does a long life of extra- 
ordinary activity and real usefulness. He was a 
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man whose presence will be missed on the streets 
and in the consultation rooms of many private 
business and public establishments. 

On his mother's side Mr. Moseley was descended 
from Governor Strong, whose name he bore, while 
on the father's he was of Revolutionary stock, his 
grandfather having commanded a company in Put- 
nam's regiment at the battle of Bunker hill, an- 
other ancestor having been in the British army in 
the Revolutionary war. 

Mr. Moseley has been a prominent figure in New- 
buryport for many years and was perhaps personally 
known to as many persons in this vicinity as any 
other man of the present century. 

Previous to his severe illness, about two years 
ago, he maintained very remarkable health and vigor 
for a man of his great age. He was a man of great 
force of character, and of sound financial judgment, 
so that no one will be more generally missed than 
he. His integrity and ability were generally con- 
ceded, and in his younger days, before he became 
entirely absorbed in business, he was very social; 
though, of late years, he avoided social gatherings, 
except of his own family, to which he was devoted. 
His domestic affections were strong, and the death 
of his wife, which occurred several years ago, was a 
severe blow, which he felt keenly. 
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■ [From the ** Newburyport DaUy News,** April 25, 1900.] 

Edward S. Moseley, Esq., died at his home on 
High street, at 9.30 this forenoon, after an extended 
illness. 

In the death of Edward S. Moseley, Newbury- 
port has lost one of its strongest characters. He 
was a leader in finance, and perhaps won more dis- 
tinction in that line than in any other, but he is to 
be remembered also by his interest in the schools, 
manifested more particularly in his early days, and 
in his devotion to the interests of the Public Library, 
a project which he espoused with all the energy that 
characterized his more active career. The present 
library building was the outcome of a motion made 
in the old lyceum days, and at that time Mr. Mose- 
ley 's energy raised over ;^ 18,000 from 62 different 
persons, in amounts varying from $s to ;^ 1,000, there 
being eight gifts of the latter sum. Again when it 
was proposed to make the reading-room more fitting 
to the wants of the people, Mr. Moseley's influence 
was instrumental in securing from the late Michael 
H. Simpson that generous gift which made the 
Simpson annex possible, and at that time the total 
amount of his collections amounted to over 

;^22,000. 

It was very fitting, in recognition of his great 
efforts for the library, that Mr. Moseley should have 
had a responsible position on the Board of Directors 
for many years. He was deserving of it, and he 
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filled the place at all times with an eye to the wel- 
fare of the people. In his work for the library his 
name will always be held in respect and veneration, 
for the work done in this line is one of lasting 
endurance. It will be in order, we would suggest, 
that a memorial tablet be placed in the building to 
his memory, but in the recognition of his efforts for 
this institution, his energy in many other directions 
for the good of Newburyport will not be lost sight 
of. 

He has been one of the best-known citizens of 
Newburyport, and the people of Newburyport have 
long recognized him as a public benefactor. 

Mr. Moseley had no taste for public ofEce and 
no endeavor of his friends ever succeeded in getting 
him to become a candidate for any place other than 
school committeeman. He was offered senatorial 
and representative honors and could have been 
mayor of the city at any time he would accept. 
His modesty forbade taking any ofEce except the 
humble place on the school board, where he served 
continuously from 1857 ^^ 1862, inclusive. He 
ever proved a valuable member of the educational 
branch of the city government, and was always 
deeply interested in all pertaining to the public 
schools. 

He was the only Newburyporter to wear the 
decoration of the historic and patriotic Order of the 
Cincinnati, having been made a member in 1867, 
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under the rule of May, 1854, admitting only one 
descendant, in each generation, of those who fought 
in the war of the Revolution. 

Mr. Moseley was a strictly honorable, upright 
man, and especially among the business men of 
Newburyport will he be missed. For years he has 
driven down town in his carriage to the two bank- 
ing institutions over which he presided, every week- 
day morning, seldom missing a day; a familiar 
figure in the business section of our city, he will be 
greatly missed by those who were accustomed to 
meet him day after day. 

Mr. Moseley was one of the prominent members 
of St. Paul's Church, and had served as vestry- 
man; he was for twenty years President of the 
Merrimac Humane Society; President for many 
years of the Newburyport Society for the Preven- 
tion of Cruelty to Animals ; an ofEcial of Oak Hill 
Cemetery and other societies. 



[From the ** Bofton Herald,** April %^f 1900.] 

Edward S. Moseley, a distinguished citizen and 
a characteristic figure of Newburyport, died this 
week, well advanced toward the nonogenarian point. 
No man during the past two score years has occu- 
pied a more commanding position in this community 
than the deceased, and no man has been more prom- 
inently identified with the city's business prosperity. 
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Mr. Moseley had marked financial ability. He was 
a man of high honor and integrity, and his death is 
a public event, closing, as it does, a long life of ex- 
traordinary activity and usefulness. 



[From the <* Boston Globe,** April 29, 1900.] 

It is a great age to attain, eighty-seven, lacking 
only a few weeks, but it is more remarkable for the 
bearer of such a weight of years to participate in the 
active rush of business life almost to the very end. 

Edward Strong Moseley, who died Wednes- 
day, was descended from a long-lived ancestry. Of 
four generations his father, the well-known Col. 
Ebenezer Moseley, alone died young, — to speak 
comparatively, — at the age of seventy-three. 

His grandfather, Ebenezer, the preacher-soldier, 
missionary to the Indians in his younger days, a 
colonel of the patriot army in his prime, lived to be 
eighty-four. Samuel, his great-grandfather, died at 
the age of eighty-three. 

He was by nature tender-hearted and actuated by 
the kindliest spirit. His intense love for his native 
town showed this. That he could take time from 
his business to act for so many years as President of 
the Humane Society, as well as of the Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, proved his sympa- 
thetic nature. He often quoted from the old classic 
writers, and to him might well be applied the famous 
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line of Terence : " Homo sum ; human! nihil a me ali~ 
enum puto^ 

Mr. Moseley of Newburyport was a venerable 
man, whose exemplary life and noble courtesy won 
for him the respect of all who knew him. 



[From the Washington, D.C., " Eyenmg Star," April 15, 1900.] 

Edward S. Moseley of Newburyport, Mass., 
the father of Mr. Edward A. Moseley, secretary of 
the Interstate Commerce Commission, died this 
morning at his residence in the city named. He was 
about eighty-seven years of age. Mr. Moseley had 
been actively engaged as an East India merchant and 
ship-owner for many years, and at the time of his 
death was President of the Mechanicks National 
Bank of Newburyport, and until a few months ago 
was President also of the Institution for Savings, 
positions he had held for over fifty years. He was 
a public-spirited citizen, and made numerous dona- 
tions to his native place. After his graduation from 
Yale College he made a number of voyages to East 
India, China, and Japan. He was a member of the 
Executive Committee of the Society of the Cincin- 
nati and an officer of the Bunker Hill Monument 
Association. 
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MEMORIAL 

[From the " Boston Eyening Record.**] 

The late E. S. Moseley of Newburyport, though 
quiet in his ways and unostentatious in his manner 
of life, did a great deal of good in a way that at- 
tracted little attention. 

A prominent insurance broker in this city owed 
his start in business to Mr. Moseley. It was back 
in 1865, when he had just begun business under 
most discouraging circumstances. He was greatly 
inclined to give it up, as his income had been very 
small, and he did not see how he could continue. 
Just at that juncture Mr. Moseley entered his office 
and placed in his hands a line of insurance, the 
commission upon which amounted to double what 
he had made in his first year. From that time his 
business increased, and to-day, when engaged in a 
large and lucrative business, he looks back to that 
little incident as the beginning of his business career, 
and to Mr. Moseley as the one who gave him the 
impetus that enabled him to achieve success. 
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